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FRESIPENT WILLIAM B. SHERIPAN HAS BEEN ASSASSINATED IN BROAP PAYLIGHT PURING
AM OFFICIAL VISIT IN THE SOUTH OF THE COLINTRY.

A DAY OF GRIEF FOR THE MATIOMN AND OME THAT A JOUEMALTIST WITH HOMANTIC
SENSIBILITIES HAS PUBBED THE PAY OF THE BLACK SUNM.
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A CHAMCE SIGHTING ON AN AMATEUR FILM
ALLOWER IPENTIFICATION OF THE
MURPERER: CAFTAIN STEVE ROWLAND,
EX-OFFICER OF THE SPAPS*, OFFICIALLY
KILLEP IM ACTION SEVERAL YEARS
EARLIER.
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COLOMNEL AMOS,

IN CHARGE OF THE INVESTIGATION UNPER

JUPSE ALLENBY, MANAGES TO CATCH

ROWLAND. BUT THE MAN HAS LOST HIS

MEMORY AFTER SUSTAINING A HEADR WOLINDG.

HIS ONLY PISTINCTIVE FEATURE:

THE NUMBER XIII TATTOOER BELOW HIS
LEFT CLAVICLE.

TURNING OUT TO BE QUITE THE MAN OF
ACTION, THE AMNESIAC ESCAFES AMOS AND
TAKES REFUGE WITH THOSE HE BELIEVES
TO BE HIS OWN FAMILY. THERE, HE FALLS
VICTIM TO A FLOT HATCHER BY HIS YOLNG
ANP TOO ATTRACTIVE STEFMOTHER; ANP SHE
HAS HIM ACCUSED OF THE MURDPERS OF HIS
"FATHER" ANT “LINCLE."

ESCAFING ONCE MORE, KIII SUCCEEDS IN
FINVING THE ONE WHO OUGHT TO HOLP
THE KEY TO HIS TRUE IPENTITY: KIM
ROWLAND, WIFE OF THE FORMER CAFTAINM.
THE YOLING WOMAN TELLS HIM THAT THE
EEAL ROWLAND 1S, INPEED, PEAD...

BUT KIM ALSO SPORTS A ROMAN NUMERAL

A PISTINCTIVE SISN OF THE ORGANISATION
THAT HAD SHERIDAN ASSASSIMNATED? WHAT ROLE
POES THE YOUNG WOMAN TRULY FPLAYT

TATTOOED BELOW HER LEFT CLAVICLE. IS IT i
KIII POESNT HAVE TIME TO LEARN MORE... ‘

HE IS ARRESTED, TRIEP FOR THE MLIRPER OF HIS "RELATIVES" AND SENTENCEP TO LIFE
IN THE SINISTER FLAIN ROCK FRISON FOR THE CRIMIMALLY INSAME.
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THUS ASSURED THAT HIS QUARRY HAS BEEM SAFELY SECRETED AWAY,
COLOMNEL AMOS IS STILL TREYING TO IPENTIFY THE MYSTERICOUS
AMMESTIAC—-HIS OMLY LEAK TO THE HEAR OF THE CONSFIRACY,

HE IS ALSO CONVINCED THAT THE FRISOMER IN FLAIN ROCK ISNT
THE REAL ROWLAND, FOLLOWING THE PISCOVERY OF TRACES OF
FLASTIC SURGERY ON XIIL. SURGERY, NO POUBT, INTENPEDR TO MAKE
HIM A LOOKALTKE OF THE PECEASED CAFTAIN. HOWEVER, HIS FRINTS
ARE, IN FACT, THE ONES FOLINE ON THE WEAFON THAT KILLED
FRESIVENT SHERIPAN. THEREFOHE, IN THE COLONEL'S MIND, XIII IS
INPFEER THE SHOOTER.

WITH THE HELF OF GENERAL BEN CARRINGTON, FORMER SPADS
COMMANDER AN NOW CHATRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF,
AMOS AND JUDPGE ALLEMNBEY COMFILE A LIST OF EVERY MAMN WITH
SFECTAL COMMANDO TRAINING WHOSE BODY TYFE IS CLOSE TO
THAT OF XIIL...

THEY COME UF WITH 26 NAMES, INCLUPING

THEEE PEAF ANP ONE MISSING. THEY WILL

ALL HAVE TO BE CHECKEP. BUT IT'S THE

MISSING MAN-A ROSS TANNER-WHO SEEMS
TO BE THE MOST FROMISING LEAD.

THAT'S WHEN XIIT OMCE AZAIM FOILS THE

COLONEL'S FPLANS BY ESCAFING FROM

FLAIN ROCK. AIPED BY LIEUTENANT JONES,

GENERAL CARRINGTON'S EXFLOSIVE
FERSONAL ASSISTANT.
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INCENSED, AN FULLY AWARE OF THE ROLE
FLAYED BY THE GENERAL IN THE ESCAFE,
AMOS TS NONETHELESS UNABLE TO DO
AMNYTHING FOE LACK OF FEOOF. WHAT IS
CARRINGTON'S ¢OALT COULE HE ALSO BE
FART OF THE FLOT? SO MANY ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS TO WHICH THE COLOMNEL HAS
SWORM TO FIND ANSWERS.
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BUT THE FUBLIZ AT LARGE KNOW NOTHIMG OF THIS SHAROW WAR.

FOR THE MOMENT, THEIR PASSION IS RESERVED FOR ANOTHER WAR, ONE MORE OVERT AND ALMOST AS MURPEROLS:
THE campPaIeN For THE NEXT PRESIPENTIAL ELECTION?




OM OME SIDE, THE INCUMBENT: JOSEPH K. GALBRAIN, SHERIDAN'S
FORMER VICE PRESIDENT. WHO, AFTER HAVING SUCCEEDED THE
PECEASED, WANTS A SECOND TERM.
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A COUNTRY LIKE OURS NO LONGER HAS THE RISHT TO LET A
COLLAPSING WORLD BRING IT POWN WITH IT. WE MUST FROTECT
OUR THREATENED ECONOMY. WE MUST INCEEASE OUR MILITARY
FOWER TO PEFEND OUR SUFREMACY ALL THE BETTER. MY FRIENDS,
THIS IS NO LONGER THE TIME FOR HALF-HEARTED CHOICES:

LEST WE BE CRUSHED, WE MUST POMINATE/!

ON THE OTHEE, THE CHALLENGERE: YOLING SEMATOR
WALTER "WALLY" SHERIPAN, YOLINGER BROTHER OF
THE ASSASSINATER FRESIPENT.

FURSUING THE LEGACY OF HIS MOST ILLUSTRIOUS FOREBEARS,

MY BROTHEE HAD DECIPED TO EXTEND HIS HAMEP TO ALL THE

FPECFLE OF EARTH: PEACE MEPTIATIONS, LIBERALISATION OF

TRAPE, INCREASED HELF TO THE MOST PISAPVANTAGED NATIONS.

TOGETHER, WE MUST MAINTAIN THIS "EXTENFER HAND® POLICY!
FOR IF IT IS POSSIBLE...
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FUTURE OF THE WORLDP
MIGHT DPEFEMND OM US, IT
IS CEETAIN THAT OUR
FUTURE WILL PEFPENE
ON THE WORLP'S.




