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EVERYONE REMEMBERS THE INFAMOUS DAY OF THE BLACK SLIN
DURING WHICH PRESIDENT WILLIAM B. SHERIDAN WAS ASSASSINATED
BY A FORMER SPADS OFFICER, CAFTAIN STEVE ROWLAND.

WE NOW KNOW THAT EOWLAND WAS PART OF A VAST CONSHIRALY
AMED AT SETTING UP A FAR-RIGHT REGIME IN THE UNITED STATES,

THE CONSPIRACY OF THE XX WITHIN WHICH HE BORE THE NUMBER XIIT.

WE ALSO KNOW THAT HE WAS SHOT IN TURN BY A PROFESSIONAL
KILLER MAMED THE MONGOOSE, BY ORPER OF THE CONSPIRACY'S
LEADERS, WHO WERE EAGER TO REMOVE ALL ELEMENTS THAT
MIGHT LEAD BACK TO THEM. THAT WAS WHEN THE FATHER OF

THE MURDPERED PRESIDENT, BILLIONAIRE HENRY SHERIDAN,

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JCOINT CHIEFS, GENERAL BEN CARRINGTON,
AND THEN-FIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE, ADMIRAL HEIPEGER,
HATCHED A PLAN DESIGNED TCO FORCE THE REAL CULPRITS OUT

IN THE OPEN.

INTENDING TO MAKE THEM BELIEVE THAT ROWLAND WAS STILL
ALIVE, HEIPEGER FOUND IN HIS AGENCY'S RECORDS THE FILE OF

ONE JASON FLY, ONCE RECRUITED BY THE FBI, WHOSE AGE AND
MORPHOLOGY WERE A PERFECT MATCH FOR THE LATE CAFTAIN.

BUT, AFTER HAVING SFENT A YEAR IN CUBA-FOR UNKNOWN
REASONS—IN THE SIERRA MAESTRA FUERRILLA SCHOOL, UNDER

THE NAME KELLY BRIAN, THE MAN HAD JOINED THE SANTOSISTA
REBELLION IN COSTA VERDE, A SMALL CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRY
WHOSE DICTATOR GENERAL ORTIZ WAS BACKED BY THE LINITED STATES.

AN EXCEFTIONAL MAN OF ACTION, FLY=-A.K.A. BRIAN-HAD PULLED OFF
A STRING OF DARING OFPERATIONS THERE THAT HAD EARMNED HIM THE
NICKNAME EL CASCADOR.

BETRAYED BY ONE OF THE LEAPERS OF THE REVOLUTION, THOUGH,
HE'D EVENTUALLY BEEN CAPTURED, AND WAS ROTTING INSIDE A GRIM
FORTRESS AWAITING EXECUTION. CONVINCED THAT HE WAS THE MAN
THEY NEEDED, SHERIDAN AND HEIPEGER SECRETLY BOLGHT HIM FROM
THE COSTAVERDEAN AUTHORITIES FOR A MILLION DOLLARS.

THE ADMIRAL LEFT LITTLE CHOICE TO THE MAN HE'D JUST PLLLED
FROM THE JAWS OF DEATH: COOPERATE, OR BE SENT BACK TO COSTA
VERDE AND A FIRING SGUAD. AFTER HAVING HIS FACE SURGICALLY
ALTERED AND A NUMBER XIII TATTOOED ON HIS SHOULDER TO MAKE
HIM A PERFECT COPY OF THE LATE STEVE ROWLAND, HEIDEGER MADE
FLY SPEND SEVERAL WEEKS ALONE WITH KIM ROWLAND, WIDOW OF
THE ASSASSIN AND ONLY DALIGHTER OF GENERAL CARRINGTON, SO
THAT SHE WOULD TEACH HIM TO SPEAK AND BEHAVE LIKE THE MAN
HE WAS SUIPPOSED TC BRING BACK FROM THE DEAD.

WHEN STEVE ROWLAND'S DOFPELGANGER WAS READY AT LAST TO

DO WHAT WAS EXFECTEDY OF HIM, HE WAS KELEASED INTOD THE WILD.
HIS MISSION DIDN'T LAST LONG, HOWEVER. BETRAYED BY KIM, HE
WAaS SHOT IN THE HEAD BY THE MONGOOSE AND LEFT FOR DEAD
OUT AT SEA. THE PLAN HATCHED BY HEIPEZER, HENREY SHERIDAN
AND GENERAL CARRINGTON WAS A COMPLETE FAILURE.
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AND YET, BY SOME MIRACLE, FLY SURVIVED. HOWEVER, HIS INJURY
HAD CAUSED COMPLETE AND IRREVERSIELE AMNESIA, AND HE DIDN'T
KNOW WHO HE WAS OR WHERE HE CAME FROM. HUNTED BY THE
MONGOOSE'S HENCHMEN, FORGING AHEAD BLINDLY IN HIS SEARCH
FOR HIS IDENTITY, HE WAS QUICKLY CAPTLUIRED BY COLONEL AMOS,
THE AGENT IN CHARGE OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO FRESIDENT
SHERIDAN'S ASSASSINATION. UNAWARE OF HEIPEGER'S PLAN,

AMOS WAS CONVINCED HE HAD THE MURDERER HE SOUGHT.

HOWEVER, THE FAKE NUMBER XIIT MANAZFED TO SLIF THROUGH HIS
FINGERS AND AVOID THE MANY TRAPS SET FOR HIM.

AFTER NUMEROLIS ADVENTURES, AND WITH THE HELF OF LIELITENANT
JONES, GENERAL CARRINGTON'S BEAUTIFUL AIDE, HE EVEN MANAGED-
BARELY-TO FOIL THE CONSFIRACY OF THE XX'S AND GET ALL ITS
LEAPERS ARRESTED. EXCEFT FOR NUMBER 1.

CONTINUING TO SEARCH FOR HIS IPENTITY, AND STILL HUNTED BY
THE MONGOOSE, THE MAN WITH THE TATTOOED SHOULPER DISCOVERED
C(OR THOUGHT HE DIDD, USLALLY IN DPRAMATIC CIRCUMSTANCES,
THAT HIS REAL NAME WAS JASON MCLANE CAFTER HIS ADOFTED
FATHER JONATHAN MCLANED, THAT HE WAS THE SON OF ONE SEAN
MULLWAY (A DISTANT COUSIN OF JONATHAN'S WHO HAD FLED TO
COSTA VERDPE AFTER BEING ACCUSED OF MURDERING HIS WIFE 20
YEARS EARLIER) AND THAT FIVE YEARS EARLIER, HE HAD MARRIED
MARIA TSABEL DE LOS SANTOS (NOW PRESIDENT OF COSTA VERDE
AFTER THE FALL OF DICTATOR ORTIZ).

FLY (OR RATHER MCLANED, STILL HELFED BY NOW-MAJOR JONES,
FINALLY FOUND OUT WHO THE NUMBER I OF THE CONSHFIRALY OF

THE XX WAS: WALTER "WALLYY SHERIDAN, THE YOUNGER BROTHER

OF THE MURDERED FRESIDENT, WHO'D BEEN ELECTED TO THE OVAL
COFFICE IN TLIRN.

IN THE MEANTME, THOLIGH, HENREY SHERIDAN, ADMIEAL HEIDESER

AND KIM ROWLAND HAD DIED, COLONEL AMOS HAD BECOME A FLUGITIVE,
AND MCLANE, GOING AFTER THE MOST FOWERFUL MAN ON THE FLANET
WITHOUT ANY EVIDENCE, HAD PUT HIMSELF FIRMLY IN THE SHOES OF

A DEAD MAN WALKING.

THAT WAS WHEN GENERAL CARRINGTON, TO AVENGE HIS PALUGHTER
WHO HAD BEEN MURDPERED ON ORVERS FROM WALLY SHERIDAN, PUT
IN MOTION AN INSAME FLAN WITH THE HELF OF AMOS: TO KIDNAF THE
FRESIVENT AND "TRY"Y HIM LIWVE ON TV FROM INSIPE AN OLD MILITARY
BASE IN NEVADA, WITH A SFECIAL AFFEARANCE BY THE MONGOOSE,
CAPTURED BEFOREHAND BY JONES AND MCLANE. THE FROFESSIONAL
HIT MaN, BEFORE BEING SHOT BY SHERIDAN, CONFIRMED THAT THE
LATTER WAS INDEED NUMBER I. THE FRESIPENT, HAVING MANAGED
TO ESCAFE, WAS MISTAKENLY KILLED BY FRANK GIORDING, THE
MACHIAVELLIAN HEAD OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY.

THE AUTHORITIES HURRIEDLY
FROCLAMED THE "TRIALY

A HOAX IN THE WORST
TASTE AND ANNOLINCED
THAT FRESIPENT WALLY
SHERIDAN HAD DIED OF

A BRAIN TLUMOLUR.
CARRINGTON, AMOS AND
JONES SUCCESSFULLY
FLED THE LINITED STATES
TO SEEK REFUGE IN SAN
MIFUEL, A SMALL COUNTRY
ADJACENT TO COSTA VERUDE,
WITH THE MARGQUIS ARMAND
DE FRESEAL, A BANANA
FLANTER.

MEANWHILE, OUR NUMBER
KIII &OT HIMSELF SECRETLY
ARRESTED (AGAIND BY
FIORDING, ON CHARGES

OF BEING A CUBAN AGENT
GUILTY OF THE KIDNAPPING
AND MURDER OF THE
FRESIDENT.
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TELEFONC,

SENOR MARGQLIES. F
IT'S SENOR  AEe

MULLWAY.

SEAN, YOU OLD RASCAL.
YOU'VE FINALLY PECIPEDR TO
BLY YOURSELF A FHONE?Y

ONE MUST KEEF
UF WITH THE TIMES,
MARQUIS. HOW ARE

YOUR GUESTST

BETTER THAM
MY FINAMCES. BANAMA
FEICES KEEF PROFFING
WORLDPWIPE.

SAME HERE.
SINCE THE REVOLUTIONARY

VICTORY ANP THE ENP OF OURE
LITTLE TRAVE, MY BANK
ACCOUINT'S BEEN EMFTY.

IT MIGHT BE TIME FOR
YOU TO START LOOKING AGAIN FOR
THE &SREAVE OF OLP LIAM MCLAME AND
THE THIEP WATCH. I COULDP USE
THOSE 100,000 GOLDP FESOS®.

T'LL THINK
ABOUT IT. HAVE YOU
ANY NEWS OF OUR

IT'S MY FALILT.
I SHOULD NEVER HAVE TOLD
HIM OUR STORY.

il ©

BAH. HE'S A

MAN. T'M SURE WE'LL
SEE HIM AGAIN VERY J - ot

SOCN. vAYA
'

CON PIOS,

V' vav4 coN BV /un
pros*, BLUE B4

* &0 WITH .

RESOURCEFUL YOUNG A

IRISHMAM.

OUR FRIENDS ARE
WORRIEDP ABOUT

WERE LOOKING
FOR MEWS OF
YOUR SON,
MULLWAY?Z

e

FORTUMNATE. WE'RE
HERE TO GIVE
YOU SOME.




WASHINGTON, PC...

THIS ISN'T

AN OFFICTAL VISIT.

IF HE'S COMING HERE,
IT MEANS THE FPERSON
HE CAME TO MEET IS
UMNAEBLE TO MOVE...

50, I WAS
RIGHT! DANNY BOY,
WHAT A SCOOF! THIS
TIME, THEY'LL HAVE TO
BELIEVE ME AT THE
NEWSFAFER.

NOW,
GET LOST!

HEY, WHAT GIVES

( SOME FHOTOS AKE BETTER :
YOU THE RIGHT... 7 jaaees

OFF NEVER BEING TAKEN, KIP.
GIVE ME THE CAMERA!

BUT IF
WE EVER SEE YOU
AROLINDG HERE AGAIN,
YOU WON'T GET AWAY
WITH IT SO
EASILY.

MIGHT MAKES
REIGHT. PON'T
WORRY-YOU'RE
GETTING YOLUR
NIKON BACK...

... BUT WE'RE
KEEFING THE FILM.




I WANT TO SEE THAT'S AN ORDER, CLYDE.
HIM ALONE... """E GTiﬁﬁ.E”T- AND ONE MORE THING: IF THERE ARE
P i ANY MICROFPHOMES, WHICH IS MOREE

THAN LIKELY WITH OUE NSA FRIENDPS,

HAVE THEM TURNEL OFF IMMEPIATELY.
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' VERY WELL,
SR e

THE NEW THINGS PPIR? NOT &GO QUITE AS YOU'RE FORGETTING THAT
FRESIFVENT HIMSELF. FLANMNEDR, ME MCLANE. OR SsHOULE WALLY SsHERIPAN WAS KILLEL.
I'M HONOUREED. PII I CALL YOU KELLY BEIANT EVEN IF HE EEALLY 'IP
YOU FINALLY REMEMBER INSTIGATE HIS BROTHER'S
YOUR FROMISE TO ME, _— ASSASSTNATION, AS THE

ME PRESIDENT*? L : POCLMENTS FOLIND IN THE
CALL ME = MONGOOSE'S SAFE-PEFOSIT
ANYTHING YOU BOX SEEM TO FROVE, HE WAS
WANT, BUT SET ME STILL PRESIVENT OF THE
OUT OF HERE! LINITED STATES.

*SEE THE TRIAL.

I CAN HELF YOU IF YOU ANSWER ME A SINGLE WALLY WAS KILLED BY A REMOTELY- IN THAT CASE, THERE'S NOTHING T CAN

QUESTION, MCLANE: WHO KILLELY HIM?Y I HAVE TRIGGEREP EXFLOSIVE CHARGE. PO FOR YOU, MCLAME. THIS WHOLE

TO KNOW. YOU CAN SFEAK FEEELY; I HAV THE SOMEOME HAPR TO FLUSH THE BUTTON. CASE IS CLASSIFIED. TOF SECKET.
MICROFHONES TURNER OFF. WHO WAS IT? CARRINGTONT I'M AFRAID NO OMNE 1S EVER GOING

(. TO HEAE FEOM YOU AGAIN.
MY ANSWER WILL BE THE SAME !ll

I'M TELLING YOU
I HAVE NO IPEA.
ALL T KNOW IS THAT p
IT WASN'T ME.

WITH OR WITHOUT MICROPHONES:
I DONT KNOW.
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