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/" WE'VE BEEN WANDERING FOR HOURS AND

HAVEN'T FOUND ANYTHING INTERESTING.
THIS IS AN "OFF' DAY, OBVIOUSLY.
LET'S GO HOME!

HOW ABOUT
WE STOF
FOR TODAY,
GUYS?

4 ARGUMENT HERE,
#\ MY FRIENDS....

LET'S TRY ONE LAST TIME. OVER THERE,
BEHIND THAT HILL. IF WE DON'T FIND
ANYTHING, WE GO BACK.

STRANGE BEAST!

THIS PLANET IS THE KINGDOM

OF WEIRD CREATURES!




'M GOING TO GET 5 .' | OF COURSE NOT, ZAO.

IT ON FILM. GET US THIS IS FOR MY PERSONAL

CLOSER, MEI! . ~ | | ARCHIVES. | KNOW THE
T — ' NN GOLDEN RULE: TAKE GOOD

~HH A : _ . A CARE NOT TO FRIGHTEN
OUR SPONSORS BACK ON

EARTH. WE ONLY SHOW

HARMLESS-LOOKING

ANIMALS...

YOU'RE NOT
SERIOUSLY THINKING
OF SENDING PICTURES
OF THAT THING TO
EARTH, SALIF?

LOOK AT THE SIZE
OF ITHIT MUST WEIGH
OVER FIVE TONS!

ALL DONE?
CAN WE GO?

THAT FACE REMINDS
ME OF MY COUSIN LUCIUS.
THAT'S WHAT I'M GOING TO
CALL IT: A PLAINS-DWELLING
LUCIUS...

THERE,
TO THE RIGHT!
| SEE A LARGE HERD
OF HERBIVORES.
MAKE A SMALL
DETOUR, MEL




AH, NOW! THIS IS EXACTLY THE KIND
OF PASTORAL SCENE THE BOSS WILL EAT UP!
ALL THOSE FEACEFUL BEASTIES THAT CAN BE

TURNED INTO THOUSANDS OF STEAKS
TO FEED THE COLONISTS.

OK, OK, I'LL SHUT
UF NOW...

WE'EE NOT SENDING EARTH ANY |
FALSE INFORMATION OR ALTERED
VISUALS—WE'RE CLEAR ON THAT,
RIGHT? BUT THERE'S NO HARM
IN EMPHASISING THE FLANET'S
FPOSITIVE ASFECTS,
IS THERE?

EVEN THOUGH WE KNOW
THEIR MEAT IS ACTUALLY
INEPIBLE...

BUT THEY DON'T KNOW
THAT WE KNOW...

WE'VE ALREADY DISCUSSED

THIS A THOUSAND TIMES, MEI! OUR SURVIVAL

DPEPENDS ON THE CONTINUATION OF FROJECT

ANTARES. IF ITS STOPPED, NO ONE WILL COME

TO GET US. WE'LL SPEND THE REST OF OUR
LIVES HERE, ON THIS WILD WORLD,

SLOWLY, MEI,
THEN CLIMB BACK UP
TO SHOW HOW ENORMOUS
THESE PLAINS ARE.
. GO AHEAD S 56 e
& AND START FILMING, | — . -
i SALIF, L AR

HEY |
WHAT THE...?!
STOFP HERE, MEIl




THAT'LL RUIN
THE TAKE, SALIF!
WHAT IS IT?

THERE'S SOMETHING
WEIRD WITH ONE OF THE
ANIMALS. THERE, PYOU

SEE IT? ITS SURROUNDED
BY SOME SORT OF
GREENISH HALOL...




L~ 'fa"
‘;\ WHAT JUST THAT ANIMAL ) 15 THERE
HAFPFENED?! CAN LITERALLY VANISHED ANYTHING ON
BY THE SOMEBODY TELL INTO THIN AIR THE RADAR, MEI?
PROPHET'S ME WHAT JUST BEFORE OUR VERY ANY FLYING
BEARD! HAPPENED?! EYES! HOW |5 THAT OBJECTS IN OUR
POSSIBLE? VICINITY?

: NO, NOTHING.
; I'M NOT THINKING ANYTHING.
BUT WE ONLY HAVE
SHORT-RANGE BUT 'M NOT RULING OUT ANY

RADAR.

DPON'T TELL ME YOU
THINK THERE MIGHT BE
A... A FLYING SAUCER
INVOLVED...

FOSSIBILITY EITHEE. THINK, SALIF:
WHAT WE SAW CAN'T POSSIBLY BE
A NATURAL FHENOMENON, RIGHT?
S0, SOMEBODY, SOMEWHERE,
MUST HAVE PEESSED A BUTTON
TO TRIGGEER THIS... OPRITY!

NOT A TRACE. THIS IS
UNBELIEVABLE! IT'S LIKE
WE'RE IN THE MIDDLE OF
A SCIENCE-FICTION
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STORY. 3
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YOU DO UNDERSTAND THAT WHAT ?}F WE TELL EARTH, IT'S VIRETUALLY PO YOU THINK IT'S THAT E
JUST HAFPENED FUTS US IN A TIGHT CERTAIN THAT PROJECT ANTARES SERIOUS, ZAO?
SPOT, DON'T YOU? WILL BE SCRAPPED... "
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