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A Note from

Robert Munsch
A long, long, LONG time ago when I was 
in first grade, my class had 60 kids in it! 

The teacher didn’t read any books and 
neither did the kids. It was not fun. 

Well, here is a book that is fun to read for 
both you and your grown-ups.

READERS RULE!
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High-Frequency Words
Practice reading these high-frequency words in 
the story:

sleep   they   very   were

Meet the Characters
Get to know the characters from the story by 
looking at the pictures and names below: 

Before Reading

Mortimer Mother

Father Police Officers
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Mortimer’s Song
In the story, Mortimer sings the same song over 
and over again. Create a tune for this song and 
practice singing it before reading the story. 

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang, 
Gonna make my noise all day. 

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang, 
Gonna make my noise all day.

Rhyme Time
In Mortimer’s song, two of the words rhyme: 
clang and bang. These words rhyme because 
they have the same ending (-ang). Create a list 
of new words that rhyme with bang (e.g., fang 
is a real word and lang is not, but both rhyme 
with bang). 
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Phonics

There is a M sound at the beginning of the 
word Mortimer. 

Can you make a M sound? 

Pay close attention to the shape of your 
mouth as you make the sound. It might be 
helpful to make this sound while you look 
in a mirror to see the shape your mouth 
makes.

Try these different activities to help practice 
the letter M sound.

1. Take a close look around you and try 
to find three objects that start with the 
same sound.

2. Think of three other words that also 
start with the same sound. As an extra 
challenge, can you think of any words 
that end with a M sound?
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3. A simple word that has the M sound 
at the beginning is the word mess. 
As you read this word, pay attention 
to the two other letter sounds in the 
word.

4. When two words rhyme, they have the 
same sounds at the end of the word.
Take a look at the pictures below and 
point to any of the words that rhyme 
with mess.

5. While you read, look out for other M 
sounds at the beginning of a word 
throughout the story. You can see the 
sound easily because it will be written 
in a different color.

chessdress monkey
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MORTIMER

Story by Robert Munsch    
Art by Michael Martchenko
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To Billy, Sheila, and 
Kathleen Cronin
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Mortimer went upstairs to bed—

     T H U M P

    T H U M P

   T H U M P

  T H U M P

 T H U M P .

His mother said, “MORTIMER, BE QUIET!”

Mortimer said, “YES! YES!”

She went down the stairs—

 T H U M P

  T H U M P

   T H U M P

    T H U M P

     T H U M P .
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Then Mortimer sang,

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang,

Gonna make my noise all day.

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang,

Gonna make my noise all day.
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Mortimer’s father came up the stairs—

     T H U M P

    T H U M P

   T H U M P

  T H U M P

 T H U M P .

He said, “MORTIMER, BE QUIET!”

Mortimer said, “YES! YES! YES!”

Mortimer’s father went down the stairs —

 T H U M P

  T H U M P

   T H U M P

    T H U M P

     T H U M P .
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Then Mortimer sang,

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang, 

Gonna make my noise all day. 

Clang, clang, rattle bing bang, 

Gonna make my noise all day.
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All Munsch Early Readers 
 are level 3, perfect for emergent 

readers ready for reading by 
themselves—because

READERS RULE!
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Robert Munsch, author of such classics as The 
Paper Bag Princess and Mortimer, is one of North 
America’s bestselling authors of children’s books. His 
books have sold over 80 million copies worldwide. 
Born in Pennsylvania, he now lives in Ontario.

Michael Martchenko is the award-winning 
illustrator of the Classic Munsch series and many 
other beloved children’s books. He was born north 
of Paris, France, and moved to Canada when he was 
seven.

Library and Archives Canada Cataloguing in Publication

Title: Mortimer / story by Robert Munsch ; art by Michael Martchenko. 
Names: Munsch, Robert N., 1945- author. | Martchenko, Michael, illustrator. 
Identifiers: Canadiana (print) 20210360550 | Canadiana (ebook) 20210360569 | ISBN 9781773216522  
   (hardcover) | ISBN 9781773216423 (softcover) | ISBN 9781773216652 (HTML) 
Subjects: LCSH: Readers (Primary) | LCGFT: Readers (Publications) 
Classification: LCC PE1119.2 .M86 2022 | DDC j428.6/2—dc23

© 2022 Bob Munsch Enterprises Ltd. (text) 
© 2022 Michael Martchenko (illustrations)

Original publication: 
© 1985 Bob Munsch Enterprises Ltd. (text) 
© 1985 Michael Martchenko (illustrations)

Designed by Paul Covello

Thank you to Abby Smart, B.Ed., B.A. (Honors), for her work on the educational exercises 
and for her expert review.
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