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A Leader Is Born

The world is filled with people of diverse 
backgrounds.  People around the world look different.  
They have different ideas.  They come from different 
places.  But people are alike in many ways, too.  And 
every human being deserves fair and equal treatment.  
There are many people in this world who stand up for 
this idea.

Nelson Mandela is one of those people.  He fought 
for equality.  He believed people can live in peace 
even if they are different.  Mandela worked hard to 
make South Africa a 
fair place.  He never 
gave up, even in the 
worst of times.  With 
the help of others, he 
built a democracy.  
Today, he is known 
as the Father of South 
African Freedom. •	Who is Nelson Mandela? 

•	How did he bring 
freedom to his country? 

•	Why does he inspire so 
many people today? 

Chapter 1
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