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Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater

J. Edgar 
Hoover: FBI director

Karl Mundt: U.S. Senator

Chairman 
Walter: leader of the HUAC

Dona Hill: Jude Hill’s wife

Jude Hill: folk singer

Ruth Schultz: author
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Cold War:  
Communism on Trial 

Story Summary

The United States is in the middle of the Cold War, 
and members of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC) are trying to identify Communists 
and put them in prison.  The head of the FBI, J. Edgar 
Hoover, teams up with Karl Mundt.  They identify Jude 
Hil, a left-wing folk singer, as their next target, and Jude 
is tried for being a Communist.  Unlike most people, Jude 
pleads the First Amendment when he does not want to 
answer the court’s questions.  Although Jude’s plea saves 
him from serving a long jail sentence, it does not keep him 
from being blacklisted.  He, his wife, and his career still 
endure many hardships.

Disclaimer: This is a fictional telling of real events, with 
some characters being composites of other real people.  

33


	Cover
	Credits
	Page 3 - Story Summary



