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Building Fluency through Reader’s Theater

Henry 
McArdle: artist

Santa Anna: president of Mexico

Mrs. 
Dickinson: Texan

William Travis: commander of the Texan army

James Bowie: commander of the volunteers

Davy Crockett: Tennessee frontiersman
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Remember the Alamo

Story Summary

Henry McArdle is an artist who wishes to paint a  
portrait representing the Battle of the Alamo.  He meets 
with Santa Anna, the former president of Mexico, to learn 
more about what happened at the battle.  Mrs. Dickinson, 
whose husband was killed at the Alamo, also meets with 
them.  She wants to tell the American side of the battle. 

The story flashes back in time to the Battle of the 
Alamo.  Santa Anna’s troops raided the Alamo  
mission and killed many Texans, despite the brave  
defensive attempts of William Travis, James Bowie, and 
Davy Crockett.  The story concludes with Mrs. Dickinson, 
Santa Anna, and Henry reflecting on the battle and 
whether it strengthened Texas’s fight for freedom from 
Mexico. 
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