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Lend Me Your Ears!

Here’s a riddle for you: What is something that can
make you laugh, cry, feel angry, feel inspired, and make you
think—all at the same time? If you said, “a speech,” then
you’re right! A speech can make you feel a multitude of
emotions. A speech can meotivate you to action, persuade
you to consider old ideas in new ways, and inspire you
to change the world. In other words, speeches are very
powerful!

History is full of leaders from around the world who
have given inspiring speeches. These prominent men
and women used the power of the spoken word to impact
others. Although almost anyone can speak, it takes a
substantial amount of skill to be a great orator.

Orators take ordinary words and weave them into
brilliant speeches. Their speeches tell stories, relay
information, and influence people’s lives.

Communication Lon

In ancient Greek and R

g Ago
oman times, the best.

speeches in person, (4
considered 3 very

. importa i 7
subject that was t bt i iy vas

aught in schools,

F



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
gives a speech in Washington,
DCin 1957.
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