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Introduction 

Thomas Burelli, Alexandre Lillo, Elie Klee, 
Lynda Hubert Ta, and Lauren Touchant 

1. 30 Years On, Time to Take Stock 

November 2025 marks a major milestone in the history of the 
fight against climate change. This is the moment when the 
international community will “celebrate” the 30th edition of 
the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. This interna-
tional agreement is also blowing out its 33rd candle. 

Thirty times, state delegations from over 190 countries 
have met in an attempt to curb climate change. Thirty times, 
the decisions taken have proved insufficient in the face of 
the scale and complexity imposed by climate change. Thirty 
times, major compromises have been made—often to the ben-
efit of Western economic models dependent on fossil fuels— 
by the international community. 

Today, scientific forecasts are ever more alarmist, and the 
essential drastic societal changes that could trigger hope continue 
to be postponed. Let us be clear: We are slowly approaching, day 
after day, COP after COP, an apocalyptic scenario worthy of 
the—worst?—Hollywood movies. This reality is already a fact 
for certain regions of the world that are not fortunate enough to 
live sufficiently above sea level or to have the financial, techno-
logical, and material resources to protect themselves. 





Through a wide range of diverse and often deeply 

personal stories, this important work paints a vivid 

picture of the anger, ambition, boredom, concern, 

courage, disappointment, failure, success, determination 

and, ultimately,[ ... ] of the hope that comprises the global 

climate change talks determining our collective future. 

- Timothy Hodges, Institute for the Study of 
International Development, McGill University 

As the 30th United Nations Climate Change Conferences-or 
Conference of the Parties (COP)-approaches, a vital question is 
being raised: have climate negotiations truly delivered progress? 

For over 30 years, the COPs have brought together world leaders, 

scientists, diplomats, and activists to shape the global climate agenda. 

30 Climate COPs Later offers a rare, insiders' view of these high-stakes 
gatherings through the voices of Canadian diplomats, researchers, 
journalists, NGO leaders, and policymakers. 

With candid reflections and first-hand stories, the contributors reveal 
key moments of triumph, frustration, and transformation-shedding 

light on Canada's evolving role in climate diplomacy. 

From breakthrough agreements to missed opportunities, 30 Climate 

COPs Later offers an essential reading for students, professionals, and 

for all those concerned about the future of our climate. 

Thomas Burelli, Civil Law Section, Faculty ofLaw, uOttawa. 

Alexandre Lillo, Sciences juridiques, Universite du Quebec a Montreal. 

Lynda Hubert Ta, Civil Law Section, Faculty of Law, uOttawa. 

Lauren Touchant, Political Studies, Vancouver Island University. 

Elie Klee, Ph.D. student, uOttawa and Aix Marseille Universite. 
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Daorana, Dane de Souza, Dalee Sambo Dorough, Rosa Galvez, Kate Gillis, Piita 
Irniq, Richard Kinley, Lisa Qiluqqi Koperqualuk, Alexina Kublu, Susie-Ann 
Kudluk, Jean Lemire, Elizabeth May, David Miller, Sara Olsvig, Mark Purdon, 
Graeme Reed, Patrick Rondeau, Anne Simpson, Dominique Souris, John 
Stackhouse, Catherine Stewart, Berry Vrbanovic, and Sheila Watt-Cloutier. 

Duo offers works of fiction, and literary non­
fiction in French, English, and Indigenous 
languages penned by leading authors and 
emerging talents. It is an imprint of Les Presses 
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