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Marie Curie’s work in radioactivity changed 
the way scientists think about matter and 
energy and led to advancements in the 
treatment of disease.  With her fellow scientist 
and husband, Pierre Curie, Marie searched 
for the source of radioactivity and discovered 
two elements, radium and 
polonium.  The Curies 
shared the 1903 Nobel Prize, 
the world’s highest science 
award, for their discovery.  
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