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Alfred Wegener studied astronomy and 
meteorology—and was even a record-holding 
balloonist—before he became famous for his 
theories on how the land and seas on Earth were 
formed and change.  Seeing that the continents 
fi t together like a puzzle, Wegener put forward 
the theory that all of Earth’s continents were 
once connected.  Scientists today study 
continental drift and the 
theory of plate tectonics to 
explain volcanoes and many 
other changes on Earth.

A
lfre

d
 W

e
g

e
n

e
r: U

n
c

o
v
e

rin
g

 P
la

te
 Te

c
to

n
ic

s 
Y
o

u
n

g

Greg Young

Alfred Wegener studied astronomy and Alfred Wegener studied astronomy and 

TCM 10560 Wegner cvr.indd   1 3/19/19   3:08 PM



Greg Young, M.S. Ed.



Teacher Created Materials 
5301 Oceanus Drive 

Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
http://www.tcmpub.com 

ISBN 978-0-7439-0560-2 
© 2007 Teacher Created Materials, Inc. 

Reprinted 2012

Earth and Space Science Readers:  
Alfred Wegener:  

Uncovering Plate Tectonics

Editorial Director 
Dona Herweck Rice 

Associate Editor 
Joshua BishopRoby

Editor-in-Chief 
Sharon Coan, M.S.Ed.

Creative Director 
Lee Aucoin

Illustration Manager 
Timothy J. Bradley

Publisher 
Rachelle Cracchiolo, M.S.Ed.

Publishing Credits

Science Contributor 
Sally Ride Science

Science Consultants 
Nancy McKeown,  
	 Planetary Geologist  
William B. Rice	
	 Engineering Geologist

2



Early Life.................................................................................4

Becoming a Scientist................................................................6

Puzzle Pieces..........................................................................12

Proving the Theory.................................................................16

Wegener’s Theory Now..........................................................22

Geophysicist: Mary Lou Zoback...........................................26

Appendices.............................................................................28

	 Lab: An Eggsample Look Inside Earth...................28

	 Glossary...................................................................30

	 Index........................................................................31

	 Sally Ride Science...................................................32

	 Image Credits..........................................................32

Table of Contents

3


	Cover
	Credits
	Page 3 - Table of Contents



